
 

 

Newsletter 29th May 2020 

 

Dear Parent and Carers, 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents and carers for their understanding and 

cooperation since we had to close. I know that this period has been challenging for many families, in 

particular when you have had to juggle work commitments with managing childcare. 

 

I am pleased to let you know that, after the government’s announcement on Thursday, early years 

and childcare providers will open from 1 June; we are working hard to take the necessary steps to be 

ready to welcome back all children.  

 

We are looking forward to finally starting our Summer Term on Tuesday 2nd June. The staff and I have 

been busy sorting and cleaning the sheds and all our resources ready for your return next week. 

Michelle has been carefully planning activities that are suitable and meet the requirements of our Risk 

Assessment. Our intention is to have lots of outdoor activities and enjoy the sunshine and fresh air.  

 

Session times 

As we are trying to accommodate the majority of our families, whilst having a maximum of 15 children 

at one time, we have split the day into 2 sessions. 

8:45am – 12:00pm (3hrs 15 mins) 

12:15pm – 3:30pm (3hrs 15 mins) 

 

Please stagger your arrival time according to your agreed session . I don’t want to give out specific 

times, but I hope you will find a time that suits you. 

 

There will be 2 teams of staff. 

 Morning Sessions: 

o Sarah, Michelle and Natasha 

 Afternoon sessions: 

o Lizzie, Malgo and Becci 

 

Key Persons 

If your child is attending a session where their Key Person is working, then they will continue to have 

that teacher as their Key Person. Due to the complexity of trying to keep smaller groups, fulfil your 

wishes in session times and create ‘bubbles’, not all children will keep their Key Person. The children 

are familiar with all our staff as ordinarily during the week the rotas change and different staff 

members lead snack times, outside activities, craft, carpet time, interventions, lunch club and wild 

learning. I have assigned each child a new Key Person, who will be responsible for their wellbeing and 

settling back into nursery, as well as updating and adding to Tapestry. The staff will add a video to 

tapestry specific to their Key children, this will be in the Memo section.  

 

Tapestry/Learning 

Please check the Memo section of tapestry for videos from our staff. We will add at least one photo a  

week to your child’s tapestry account. Due to the changes in staffing and routines, as well as managing 



cleaning there will be no Key Person Planning. This was where the Key Person taught your child 1:1 

each week, based on their targets. This may change as we find our feet, but for now we have decided 

to focus on children’s wellbeing and their health and safety. All activities we set up have a learning 

objective and purpose. There will be some focussed activities led by a staff member, but most learning 

opportunities will be through play and as staff join children’s play and scaffold their learning. From 

Monday 8th June, we will continue with our School Preparation sessions for our school leavers. The 

children who have an Individual Support Plan will still receive 1:1 teaching and extra support.  

 

Those children, who are not returning straightaway in June, please keep adding photos and videos 

from home and we will continue to add ideas to tapestry and our social media pages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Values  

We understand the responsibility we have as a nursery to support children in the development of life 

values. We have recognised that children need to be given the opportunity to understand that they 

have a choice in the way that they behave. Our values determine our thinking and behaviour. They 

are the principles or standards that act as the general guides to our behaviour. They help us to make 

decisions and evaluate our actions and those of others.  

 

You can be a whizz with numbers, be top scorer in a general knowledge quiz, ace all your exams, but 

most importantly we need kindness, resilience, empathy, humour, listening, sharing, compromise, 

reflection, respect, honesty, patience, caring, courage, hope…….. 

 

We are going to celebrate the children who show these important values at nursery, by giving little 

certificates to take home. By using the language, modelling the values and giving specific praise when 

children show them, we will create a positive atmosphere where strong values will be at the heart of 

our nursery. As children become familiar with the language and ways we can show good values, they 

can nominate a friend for a certificate. These important skills will give our children the confidence to 

meet the challenges at school and the life-long habits to thrive in everyday life.  

 

Helping children deal with trauma and look after wellbeing 

Our aims for helping children deal with this trauma and ensure good levels of wellbeing are 

maintained: 

 We will make children feel safe by giving them hugs and reassurance and we will make sure 

we develop strong and healthy attachments.  

 We will ask children to wash hands with soap and water on arrival and frequently through 

the day, before eating, after outside play and before going home.  

 We will always be calm and ensure we do not appear anxious ourselves.  

 We will ensure routines are kept throughout the day 

 We will have as much fun as possible, muddy play, water play and our focus will be on the 

prime areas of learning in the EYFS for a long period of time.  



 We will talk and answer any questions honestly that children may have as they come up 

naturally.  

 Adults will not discuss any news in front of the children. 

 Talk about feelings and fears as many children express their feelings in different ways, we 

will discuss with children different ways to cope with feelings.  

 We will practise mindfulness and breathing exercises to cope with stress.  

 We will ensure our staff’s wellbeing is nurtured.  

 Increase time for play for children and have less adult focussed activities.  

 

Warmer Weather 

During periods of hot weather we do ask that children bring a sun hat 

(named) and also a high factor sun screen is applied prior to the session. 

Please ensure your child brings in a named water bottle. We are planning on 

being outside lots and when the weather is too hot we will make the most of 

the shade created by the trees and if necessary rotate small groups between 

inside and outside. Please can children wear suitable clothing for warmer 

weather and playing outside. They will be getting dirty, while playing with 

water and mud and rolling around on the grass! Equally it may rain or get 

chilly, so please make sure they have a rain coat and jumper. Due to 

coronavirus, I recommend you wash your child’s clothes on returning from 

nursery - staff will be doing the same.  

 

Events/Trips 

Sadly we had to cancel our Farm Animals visit and I can’t see that being a possibility this term, but 

things are changing so quickly so who knows! At the moment, we haven’t made any decisions about 

Sports Day and Graduation, but we will keep you posted on our plans.  

 

Items from Home 

In light of health and safety requirements we ask children to not bring any toys from home. Ideally, 

please don’t bring in any comforters, however I appreciate some children need them, especially while 

they settle back into nursery after being at home for so long.  

 

COVID 19 

‘Planning guide for early years and childcare settings’ guidance that was issued on 24th May stated 

that: 

“We know that, unlike older children and adults, children in the early years cannot be expected to 

remain 2 metres apart from each other and staff. You should therefore work through the hierarchy of 

measures set out in the protective measures guidance: 

 ensure parents are advised to keep children with any symptoms at home 

 ensure staff who are symptomatic do not attend work 

 frequent hand cleaning and good respiratory hygiene practices 

 regular cleaning of settings 

 minimising contact and mixing” 

Each of these measures have been addressed in our risk assessment. Amendments to the risk 

assessment have been written in blue.   

 

 



Drop Off/Pick Up (amendments) 

Please can only one parent or carer drop off and pick up. We appreciate that some children may be 

feeling anxious about their return after the long period off. If your child is struggling separating at drop 

off, please stand to the side while we welcome in other children and then a staff member will be 

available to support your child. A quick separation is always best. Please then allow our staff member 

to take your child into nursery and settle them once inside. We find that children tend to settle quickly 

once the parent has left. A quick separation also reduces the contact between the adults.  

 

Payment of Fees 

Please can invoices be paid by Friday 5th June.  

You can make direct payments into our bank account you will need the:-  

Account name: Flying Start Pre-School 

Account number: 20441430                         

Sort Code:               40-01-29 

 

Once we are open our usual Terms and Conditions apply, which states that we require half a terms 

notice if you wish to leave Flying Start. I appreciate that these are extraordinary times and we need to 

be flexible. Therefore, we will be charging 20% of the second half of the summer term’s fees to hold 

your child’s place if you wish to return later in the term or in September. As you will appreciate, while 

open we have all our usual overheads. Due to having 2 sessions a day and creating bubbles, I have to 

have 5 members of staff off of Furlough on full pay, even though I don’t have all my families returning. 

By charging 20% it ensures staff receive full pay. If your child is not returning and leaving for school or 

another nursery, then you will not be required to pay the 20%.  

 

In the following instances, full fees will still apply: 

 Self-isolating as your child has COVID 19 

 Self-isolating as a family member has COVID 19 

 Nursery is closed for 2 weeks due to a confirmed case of COVID 19 

 

Thank you in advance for your support. 

 

We are really looking forward to welcoming back our children over the next few weeks and hearing 

all their news. Once we are set up on Monday, we will take some photos and videos which we will add 

to the Memo section of Tapestry. We are planning on making nursery as normal as possible, just with 

lots of extra cleaning and hand washing! 

 

See you soon. 

 

Kindest regards, 

 

Sarah Maynard 

Owner/Manager 

Flying start Pre-School Molesey 

07976 041790 

info@flyingstartmolesey.co.uk  

Website: https://www.flyingstartmolesey.com  
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