F[ymg., & Start

Friday 3™ April 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,

Today is officially the last day of our Spring Term and the start of the Eater Holidays,
however it all feels a bit strange considering we have not been at pre-school for 2
weeks already.

- TAPESTRY

ONLINE LEARNING JOURNAL

It has been wonderful seeing all the lovely videos, photos and comments on tapestry. You have all
been very busy! Please keep adding photos of the activities you are doing at home, pretty much
everything you do is a learning opportunity in some way. I’ve been asking permission and adding
some photos from tapestry to our Instagram and Facebook pages. It may inspire you to try some of
them at home too.

We are all in very different situations at home and it is a challenge for us all, whether
we are trying to work and educate our children or whether it’s a very long intense day
in the house with very little help. Please don’t put yourselves under pressure.
Whatever the age of your children, give yourself a break. It's OK for them to watch TV
and spend time on the iPad - it is essential for most of us to either work from home,
get on with jobs and to just keep sane! To make yourself feel a bit better, there is
plenty of Educational Apps and Programmes on BBC iPlayer, Netflix and Amazon.

| was recommended https://www.busythings.co.uk/ by a parent and | have signed up to a 7 day free
trial, so far it looks great. If you have any more good websites or Apps please can you email me and |
can collect them together and share with you all.

Summer Invoices

| will not be sending out your Summer Invoices until we are allowed to
open again, when you will only be charged for the days we are open. It
has been a challenging couple of weeks finding out what we are entitled
to financially. As of Wednesday 1° April, all Flying Start Early Years
Practitioners have been ‘Furloughed.’ This is a leave of absence, which
enables us to take advantage of the Government’s Coronavirus Job
Retention Scheme. It was confirmed on Wednesday, | am able to receive the 3 and 4yr old funding
and access the grant. The Government have said they will pay 80% of Furloughed staff’s salaries for
3 months and will then review. My plan is to use the funding | receive to pay the extra 20% of staff
salaries and will review this in line with the Government’s grant. As we are term time only, the
funding | receive from Surrey Local Authority, may be the only income we get for 5 months up until
September.

All local authorities seem to have decided to pay funding in different ways. Surrey Funding team
have decided | am not allowed to claim for any increase in hours from the Spring Term, but | am



https://www.busythings.co.uk/

allowed to claim for new children’s universal hours but not any extended hours. As is normal in the
summer term, children increase their hours to get ready for school or parents feel that after 2 terms
their children are ready for a longer day. With the restrictions from Surrey LA, | will not receive the
amount of funding | would have had if we were open.

Key Worker Children

If you are a Key Worker and you are unable to keep your child
safely at home, please contact me to discuss ways we will be

able to support you.

School Readiness
| will be in contact next term to support you in getting your children ready for starting school.

When this is all over.........
It would be nice to have a picnic at the pre-school with fun activities.
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/; o If we don’t make it back before the summer break, we will still have a party to say
A goodbye to all our leavers.

Thank you
v s’ | would like to thank all of you for your support through a challenging
: ~(‘ Q’Zé’ 4 time. By just accepting the situation and giving me time to gather all
}3% " the information before contacting you - has been supportive.
N
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I am so lucky to have the best families at Flying Start!!

Staff can continue to volunteer and have all said that they would like to keep in contact with you via
tapestry. Myself or another staff member will be calling you over the next couple of weeks just to
check in and see how you’re all doing. Please be open and honest and let us know if we can support
you in any way.

| will continue to keep in contact through email, Facebook and Instagram, so please comment, like
and share.

Wishing you all the best, stay safe, stay at home and we look forward to seeing all very soon!

Kindest Regards,

(et
Sarah Maynard 8

Owner/Manager S
Flying Start Pre-School e TAY



