Flymg.,&; Start
Newsletter Friday 11t October

Dear Parents and Carers,
Every day we work hard to ensure the activities we set up are engaging, stimulating and challenging in order to move
your children on in their learning.

How do we plan for your children?
On-going assessment is at the heart of effective early years practice.

We:

¢ Observe children as they act and interact in their play, everyday activities and planned activities and learn from
parents about what your child does at home.

¢ Consider the ‘Unique Child: observing what children can do’ to help identify where the child may be in their own
developmental pathway.

* Consider ways to support your child to strengthen and deepen their current learning and development, reflecting
on ‘Positive Relationships’ and ‘Enabling Environments’.

* Where appropriate, use the development statements from the EYFS to identify possible areas in which to challenge
and extend the child’s current learning and development.

What have we been learning?

Theme: ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’

This week we have read ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’ and reinforced days of the week and numbers. Our craft activities
have been building up to creating a display. We have made caterpillars with our hand prints, printing with balloons
and painted egg cartons. In our maths area, we have counted conkers and caterpillar circles; searched for numbers in
wiggly worms; weighed conkers and compared the size of worms and ordered them in soil. To practise fine motor
skills, children have used tweezers and their fingers to put conkers in tubes; caught butterflies and put them in little
bags; made caterpillars and hedgehogs in playdough; mark made in sand and have been busy drawing, writing and
constructing.

On Thursday our role play area was a construction site. We noticed that a group of children chose to get out the tools
every day, so we decided to make a construction site and respond to their interests. We loved seeing so many children

Next Week’s Theme: Autumn



STAFFING

We are very sad to say Goodbye to Jo at the end of this half term. After 4 years at Flying Start, it was an extremely
difficult decision to make, but she had decided to take a break from child care and explore other career opportunities.
If Jo is your child’s Key Person, then we will be speaking with you to share who their new Key Person will be after the
half term break.

| am delighted to share with you, that Michelle Gladwell, who left in July as our Deputy Manager, will be returning
after the half term break. She has missed our staff (her friends) and your children’s smiling faces so much, that she has
decided to come back, in what she has described as ‘coming home.” With the new staffing team, there may be a few
changes to your child’s Key Person which we will communicate with you before half term.

Messages

e [f your child wears a nappy, please can we ask they don’t wear the pull up style to pre-school. When we have
a number of nappies to change and the children have lots of layers on, they involve taking all of the bottom
layer of the child’s clothes off.

e Please can you name as much of your child’s clothes and shoes as you can.

e Please only give your child water in their bottles at pre-school.

o If your child is picked up by a childminder on a regular basis, please can you fill in the attached form and hand
itin at nursery or collect from the front desk.

e If your child is collected by someone other than a parent, please can you inform staff and ensure they have
the password.
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New WEBSITE!

We have been busy working on a new website for Flying Start. Suzy (Inka’s mum) has been amazing at designing
and being the creative mind behind it and Ollie (Inka’s dad) is going to take some photos for us to add. We would
love to include your children in the photos and therefore need your permission to do so. Please can you fill in the
form attached and return it to the preschool or collect one from the front desk. Thank you for your help.

Dates for the diary

e Monday 28" October — Friday 1* November — HALF TERM

e Monday 9th December at 11:00 - 11:55am — Christmas Treat with ZooLab

e Week Beginning 2" December — Parent Meetings at drop off and pick up all week (sign-up sheet will go
up the week before)

e Thursday 12™" December — Christmas Jumper Day

Friday 13" December — Christmas Concert at 11am (all children welcome even if not their day)

Friday 20" December — Christmas Party (all children welcome even if not their day)

Have a wonderful weekend.
Kind Regards,
Sarah Maynard

Owner/Manager

Flying Start Preschool, Molesey
info@flyingstartmolesey.co.uk
Mobile: 07976 041790
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